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that Bajirao's sons were educated, were invested with the
sacred thread, were united to suitable wives and taught
the high morality and noble truths of the Hindu faith.
While Chimnaji Appa had in abundance the humble virtues,
he in no way lacked either physical or moral courage. It
was he who defeated and killed Sidi Sat, and but for his
perseverance and energy Bassein would most likely never
have fallen. His moral courage stood a searching test
when he dared to interfere with Bajirao's intrigue with
Mastani. He not only rebuked his elder brother, but twice
forced him to dismiss his beautiful mistress and return to
the embraces of his wife and children. His early death
was a profound calamity for the Maratha people. Had he
lived longer, he would doubtless have controlled the
quarrels of Raghunathrao and Sadawhivrao, both of whom
revered him as their father, and thus saved his country
from the disaster of Panipat. His wisdom would have
guided the counsels of Balaji, checked the ambitions of
Holkar and Sindia and preserved his nation from those
unhappy rivalries, which more than aught else brought
about the downfall of Maratha independence.

On the death of Bajirao, the Deccan party made a fresh
effort to stop the hereditary prime ministership of the
Bhat family. The leader of the Deccan party was now
Raghuji Bhosle. He was not a man of great capacity, but
he was a personal favourite of king Shahu. He was a
bold horseman and a keen hunter. When Kanhoji Bhoslo,
the heir of Parsoji Bhosle, fell under Shahu's displeasure,
the king conferred on Raghuji Bhosle his cousin, the post
of Sena Sahib Subha, till then held by Kanhoji. A long
enmity had divided the royal favourite and the first minister.
When Bajirao had surrounded the Nizam at Bhopal,
Raghuji Bhosle sacked Allahabad, a part of India which
Bajirao deemed that he alone had the right to plunder.
In return Bajirao had sent one Avaji Kavade to plunder
Berar, the province of Raghuji Bhosle, Raghuji Bhosle
now used all his influence with the king to prevent the